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TO: Parish Presidents 
From: Lynn Lavictoire, Diocesan President 

“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds,  

so that you may discern what is the will of God – what is good and acceptable and perfect.” 

Romans 12:2 

 
Lent is a time to reflect on the road we have travelled and the journey still ahead of us. Jesus is coming in 
his Easter glory; will we be ready for Him? In the west, we tend to focus on personal holiness, but being 
human is also about being in relation with each other. It means our reflection is about more than our 
journey in the CWL, it is also about our journey as CWL. We are women journeying together along the road 
to Christ under the loving guidance of His mother, Our Lady of Good Counsel. It is a perfect time to be 
looking at the things we do together that build us up as one body and the things that don’t. 
 
Local parish traditions are a good example. Sometimes we get caught up in doing things the way they’ve 
always been done because it’s convenient and, well, that’s the way they’ve always been done. But are 
these traditions really helping us grow or is it the same people always doing the same thing? If that’s the 
case, then it’s time to open up the doors and windows of our councils to let some fresh air in. It’s time to 
shake things up and try something new with new people. It’s time to make new traditions. The most 
beautiful thing is that focusing on what is good for others ends up being good for us. Imagine the smile on 
Christ’s face when you arrive in front of Him, not in personal glory, but standing arm and arm with your 
sisters who have travelled the same path to holiness!  
 
Being in relation also goes beyond our humanity to the world around us. In The Canadian League, our 
National President Anne-Marie Gorman reminds us that “caring for creation, the seventh tenet in Catholic 
social teaching, instructs us to care for what has been gifted by God.” Anne-Marie asks us to think of how 
the League can build our heavenly home through Care for our Common Home. It begins with baby steps e.g. 
turning off the tap when not using the running water; re-use this water; let’s educate ourselves and others; 
and the list goes on. In this country most of us are spoiled and yet there are still places in Canada where the 
water is not potable. We need to raise awareness about people and our environment. She ends her article 
by stating: “may all of us be granted the courage and strength to respond to the call to holiness through 
Care for our Common Home,” one step at a time. 
 
In Ontario, Provincial President Anne Madden announced that Care for our Common Home will be focused 
on water conservation and preservation, a campaign which kicks off on March 22, 2019 corresponding with 
“World Water Day” (see Anne’s February directive). Posters have been emailed and can be seen on CWL 
parish bulletin boards so that everyone promotes our endeavour. Anne also provided some resourceful 
links that are thought provoking. Here are a few: https://canadians.org/bluecommunities - which is about 
blue communities; https://bluecommunitiesnow.wixsite.com/water/blue-resources - an eight minutes 
video; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A6LcaTWTx8g – a five minutes video of a First Nation girl 
speaking to the UN; and https://www.cwec.ca – Whose watching the water for our kids? All four links are 
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educational, worthwhile and eye openers. 
 
Our 96thAnnual Ottawa Diocesan Convention will be held on Saturday, May 4, 2019 at Holy Spirit Parish in 
Stittsville, ON. Registration begins at 8:00am and the convention will start at 9:00am. The deadline to 
register is Friday, April 12, 2019. The Ottawa Diocesan Convention Planning Committee has worked hard in 
putting it all together. We look forward to your reports whether it is an oral report or a display on the works 
of your council. We are also looking forward to the entertainment suggestion emailed to you with regards 
to your councils’ participation at the banquet. This promises to be a lot of fun! Join us! 
 
May our Lent reflect the heart of the League and the love God wanted us to share with each other. Let not 
His suffering be forgotten. 
 
Through the intercession of Our Lady of Good Counsel, 

Pray for us ✟ 
 
 
 


